4l8            THEOSOPHY EXPLAINED

present Bodhisattva, when He took birth as Shri Krishna
on the glowing plains of India, as stated before-

The number of Adepts who retain physical bodies
to help the evolution of the world is small, about fifty or
sixty, but the great majority even among These do not
take pupils, as They are engaged in quite other work.
Q. What is the work of the Masters ?
Ans. In countless ways They help the progress of
humanity. From the highest sphere Their light pours
down in general benediction like the light of the sun,
illuminating and blessing all. A man may open the
windows of his room and let the sunshine flood the room.
Similarly, anyone may open the windows of his soul to
let his spirit be flooded with Their light and strength in
proportion to his receptivity.

Then there are general organisations, religious
communities, into which a special Master will pour down
His blessings, strength and spiritual energy.   Great
religions are like mighty reservoirs or great vessels of
different shapes and forms, all containing the one spiritual
water for the quenching of the spiritual thirst of man.

Next comes the great intellectual work on the
higher mental plane where the Masters help the world of
thought by raining down noble ideals, inspiring thoughts,
devotional aspirations and streams of intellectual help on
all men, whereby a discovery flashes into the mind of a
patient searcher after truth, or the answer to a long-
studied problem illumines the intellect of a lofty phi-
losopher. Thus great thoughts of beauty will enter the
mind of a genius in art, or thoughts of patriotism be
received by a political genius. On the same higher mental
plane They impress more liberal ideas upon great
preachers and teachers, and send Their wishes to Their